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MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS : J . J . EDSTE I N  AND HIS SONS 
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TRAC EY ED STEIN 

SYNOPSIS: 

The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century  between t h e  gold rush  e r a  
and t h e  depress ion  o f  t h e  1890s meant t h a t  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  indus t ry  
was t h r i v i n g ,  and s tone  was an  important commodity where pub l i c  
bu i ld ings  were concerned. Joseph John Eds te in ,  t h e  grandson o f  German 
immigrants who had come t o  A u s t r a l i a  a s  v ine  d r e s s e r s ,  began h i s  
apprent iceship  a s  a  s tone  mason i n  Mait land,  (c.1880). This  was 
t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  a  c a r e e r  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  establ ishment  o f  
"J.J. Eds te in  and Sons, Monumental Masons" i n  1896. Despi te  
depress ion  and world war, t h e  f i rm is s t i l l  i n  ope ra t ion ,  e i g h t y  
years  l a t e r .  The h i s t o r y  of t h e  bus iness  r e f l e c t s  t h e  changes, 
both technologica l  and s o c i a l ,  of t h e  pe r iod .  





e x p e r i e n c e  t h u s  o b t a i n e d ,  I c a n  have no h e s i t a t i o n  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  my c o n v i c t i o n  

o f  t h e  importance a s  r e g a r d s  I m p e r i a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  o f  i n t r o -  

d u c i n g  i n t o  t h i s  Colony s c v c r a l  thousand p e r s o n s  s k i l l e d  i n  Vine c u l t u r e ,  

t h e  making o f  Wine, t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  d r i e d  f r u i t s  and o t h e r  p r o c e s s e s  

o f  r u r a l  economy, wi th  which t h e  p e a s a n t r y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l a n d s  a r e  

unacqua in ted .  F u r t h e r ,  John N .  B e i t ,  a n  a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r  o f  German 

e m i g r a t i o n ,  w r o t e ,  " . . . t h e  want o f  a  s u f f i c i e n t  s u p p l y  o f  l a b o r  i s  s o  

s e v e r e l y  f e l t ;  b u t . .  .no c o n s i d e r a t i o n  would induce  me t o  engage i n  t h e  

u n d e r t a k i n g  i f  I  had n o t  o b t a i n e d  a  v e r y  c l e a r  and d i s t i n c t  c o n v i c t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  and advan tages  which would a c c r u e  t o  t h e  German Emigrants  

o f  a l l  c l a s s e s ,  who would b e  l e d  t o  t h i s  Colony, exceed g r e a t l y  t h o s e  which 

any o t h e r  f i e l d  f o r  Emigrat ion a f f o r d s  them.'16 Thus, German e m i g r a t i o n  was 

b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  who r e q u i r e d  s k i l l e d  

l a b o u r  and t o  t h e  Germans who sought  a  more p r o s p e r o u s  way o f  l i f e .  

A .  W.  S c o t t ,  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  Biography a s  

"entomologis t  and e n t r e p r e n e u r " , 7  was engaged i n  a  m u l t i f a r i o u s  range o f  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  i r o n  foundry ,  f o r g e  and 

He was a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s a l t  works a t  Moscheto I s l a n d  and grew t o b a c c o ,  

f l a x ,  o ranges  and o t h e r  f r u i t s  on farms a t  Mai t l and  and Ash I s l a n d .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  h e  was invo lved  wi th  t h e  Hunte r  River  Railway Company, t h e  

Newcastle Mechanics ' I n s t i t u t e ,  C h r i s t  Church C a t h e d r a l  and t h e  Royal 

S o c i e t y  o f  New South Wales, and was a  member of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly 

f o r  Northumberland and Hunte r .  

S c o t t ' s  e s t a t e  at  Ash I s l a n d  comprised some 2560 a c r e s  and o n  i t  h e  

grew, among o t h e r  p r o d u c t s ,  o ranges  which were well-known a s  "Ash I s l a n d  

o ranges .  " Ludwig Le ichhard t  , t h e  German e x p l o r e r ,  was b e f r i e n d e d  by S c o t t  

on account  o f  t h e i r  mutual  i n t e r e s t  i n  entomology. In a  l e t t e r  t o  

L ieu tenan t  Robert Lynd i n  1842, Le ichhard t  d e s c r i b e d  Ash I s l a n d  t h u s :  

















. . .your work.. . i s . .  . a  r e a l i s t i c  proof o f  your s k i l l .  Your work though' 

massive, l o s e s  none of i t s  a r t i s t i c  beauty.  The carving has  been c a r r i e d  

out i n  a  f l awless  manner. The colour ing  and tone  a re  admirable,  and t h e  

d e l i c a t e  workmanship a s  a  whole i s  a n  eloquent  testimony t o  t h e  minute c a r e  

you have given t o  your task ." .  

The coming of World War I  i n  1914 and t h e  changes brought by t h e  war, 

a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  i n s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  per iod .  The i n s c r i p t i o n s  chosen 

by parents  f o r  t he  memorials o f  t h e i r  sons who were k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  show 

t h e  young s o l d i e r s  were seen  a s  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e i r  coun t ry ' s  'bapt ism 

by f i r e . "  Since few, i f  any, o f  t h e  dead were brought home f o r  b u r i a l ,  t he  

monuments were no more than  memorials, and obviously those  concerned f e l t  

t h a t  they were eminently worthy of remembrance. D e t a i l s  of  t h e  deceased ' s  

fo rce ,  rank and b a t t a l i o n  and p lace  of death were o f t e n  ind ica t ed ,  and, l e s s  

f r equen t ly ,  cause o f  dea th .  The following por t ion  of an i n s c r i p t i o n  was 

A .  I .F .  an "Anzac". One of t h e  l a s t  t o  leave  G a l l i p o l i  a t  the  evacuat ion 

r ece ive  promotion t o  L ieu t .  when he was k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  i n  a  charge from 

the  t renches  a t  i n  France on November 16.1916 aged 23 years .  " 

J . J .  Edstein and Sons were a l s o  engaged t o  e r e c t  d i s t r i c t  memorials 

a t  Raymond Terrace ,  M i l l e r s  Fores t ,  Kempsey and o t h e r  c e n t r e s .  These 

inva r i ab ly  l i s t e d  on an Honour Roll "our boys" who had served t h e i r  country 

and ind ica t ed  those  who "paid t h e  supreme s a c r i f i c e . "  

I t  i s  a  measure o f  h i s  success  t h a t  i n  1921 Joseph Eds te in  toured t h e  

world, inc luding  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d s  of Europe. He spent  t h ree  months i n  Rome 

ments t o  purchase supp l i e s  o f  marble d i r e c t  from an  I t a l i a n  f i rm.  This  





Chapman s t r e s s e d  t h a t  he had served h i s  f i v e  years  " to t h e  day." 

The year  of  t h e  completion of  Chapman's appren t i cesh ip ,  1929, was 

a l s o  a  year  i n  which t h e  cond i t ions  preceding t h e  establ ishment  o f  

"J .  J .  Edstein and Sons" were repea ted .  A s  Shaw says ,  "the h i s t o r y  of t h e  
0 

depression of  1929-1933 is i n  many ways s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  ' n i n e t i e s . "  

Francis  and Vincent,  two appren t i ces  and two masons. These remained through- 

out t h e  depress ion  yea r s ,  bu t  a s  Chapman says ,  " there  were weeks we d i d n ' t  

work, and then  t h e r e  were weeks we worked t h r e e  days . .  . ", Natura l ly ,  t h e r e  

was a  marked d e c l i n e  i n  monumental o rde r s  and t h e  ve r ses  and extravagance 

of preceding decades were no longer  ev iden t ;  bu t  neve r the le s s ,  bus iness  

continued.  In f a c t ,  it was i n  1936 t h a t  t h e  Alexander memorial, worth £800, 

twenty e i g h t  f e e t  by twelve f e e t ,  and t h e  headstone l i s t e d  seven names. 

The f i r m ' s  su rv iva l  dur ing  a  pe r iod  o f  na t iona l  hardship  was due t o  

bus iness  was p r imar i ly  a  family concern.  Wages were low and t h e  b ro the r s  

worker 's  compensation, hol iday  pay and s i c k  leave were unknown. In add i t ion ,  

a s  i n  a l l  Joseph ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  economy was p r a c t i s e d  and l u x u r i e s  were unknown. 

I 
Joseph ' s  sons t r a v e l l e d  f a r  and wide i n  search  of  work and were sometimes 

away f o r  weeks a t  a  t ime.  When work was a v a i l a b l e ,  men could b e  h i r e d  

cheaply f o r  sho r t  pe r iods ,  s ince  t h e  labour s u r p l u s  was enormous. Overhead 

expenses were lower than today,  and a  g r e a t  dea l  of  s tock  was on consignment. 

was t h e  c i t y  dwel le rs  who were worst h i t  by t h e  depress ion ,  whereas Raymond 

Terrace was predominantly a  r u r a l  a r e a .  F i n a l l y ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i f  somewhat 

a b s t r a c t ,  f a c t o r  was the  s e r v i c e  provided by t h e  firm: a  h igh  degree of 

q u a l i t y  and workmanship had always been demanded and when bus iness  was sca rce ,  

t h i s  became even more necessary .  
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PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED WIlH THE B U I L D I N G  

OF CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, NEWCASTLE 1868- 1902 

JANE LLE PAUL I NG 

SYNOPSIS 

The Diocese of  Newcastle faced many problems when i t  contemplated 
bu i ld ing  a Cathedral i n  1868. This paper t r a c e s  t h e  developm&t 
o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  and the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  faced,  e s p e c i a l l y  regarding 
f inance,  u n t i l  1902 when the  f i r s t  s tage  was completed. 







The Bishop consented t h a t  a l l  monies der ivable  from the  Glebe, 

whether f o r  mineral r i g h t s  o r  l e a s i n g  the  surface ,  be devoted t o  the  

bui ld ing o f  the  cathedral :  l2 The popular thought, obviously, was t h a t  

enough money would be obtained from the  Glebe land t o  commence and 

s u s t a i n  work on the  Cathedral .  This proved t o  be Ear from the  t r u t h ,  

because, although m0ne.y from the  Glebe land provided a s i g n i f i c a n t  

proport ion o f  money used t o  fund the  Cathedral,  i t  alone %as never enough 

t o  cont inual ly  ca r ry  on the  bui ld ing.  Indeed, it seems, on r e f l e c t i o n ,  

t h a t  Bishop Pearson was c l o s e r  t o  the  t r u t h  i n  1880, when he s a i d  t h a t  while 

never be b u i l t .  
13 

However, i n  1871, it was s t i l l  regarded a s  the  main f u t c r e  source o f  

revenue. But i n  1872 the r e n t  was a meagre £18 and t h i s  d id  not  even go 

i n t o  the  Cathedral fund, but  was paid  t o  the  incumbent a s  add i t iona l  

s t ipend .  l4 This r e f l e c t s  the  problems the  Diocese was having genera l ly  

regarding f inance.  The f a c t  t h a t  f o r  the  years  1868 t o  1882 the rnpst money 

received from a l l  sources by the  Diocesan Council was £6205 shows t h a t  the  

Diocese was r e a l l y  i n  no f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t o  s e r i o u s l y  contemplate bui ld ing 

15 
a ca thedra l  during t h i s  period.  

The Building Committee re-formed i n  1873, a f t e r  a  four  year break, 

and the  Chairman confirmed t h a t  the  lack o f  finance was the prime cause o f  

delay i n  beginning work on the  Cathedral .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  " th i s  long cessa t ion  

from a c t i v e  opera t ions  i n  connection with the  bui ld ing o f  the  Cathedral has 

a r i s e n  from our  having had it by degrees forced upon us, t h a t  owing t o  the  

g r e a t  d i f ference  between the  est imated c o s t  o f  the  design and a c t u a l  tenders 

The Committee now formed was, however, seen t o  be i n  a b e t t e r  pos i t ion  

than the  previous one, t o  push ahead with the commencement o f  the  Cathedral .  

But t h i s  expecta t ion  proved hopeless,  a s  i n  March 1875, the  design s t i l l  had 

not  been adopted. 













f i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  because they  simply d id  n o t  have t h e  funds t o  do s o .  

On the  14th Apr i l ,  1893, t he  Committee had i n s t r u c t e d  the a r c h i t e c t  t o  

give St raub  n o t i c e  t o  suspend the  work i n  accordance wi th  the  provis ion  

c a l l e d  on everyone t o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  because "the fund was more than 

4 2 
exhausted". 

A t  t he  same Synod meeting, t h e  Building Committee r epor t ed  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  

t o  pay the  " l a s t  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  £3,762 and o t h e r  cont ingent  l i a b i l i t i e s  

i t  has  been necessary  t o  o b t a i n  an ove rd ra f t  o f  E1,500ff. Despite t h i s ,  they  

recommended t h a t  a l l  e f f o r t s  be made t o  complete t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and t h a t  t h e  

E5,000 necessary  be borrowed while  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  were being sought.  They 

f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  work were suspended, no t  only  would t h e  b u i l d i n g  s u f f e r  

from exposure, but  a  new c o n t r a c t  would bc f o r  a  much h ighe r  amount. 

A newspaper r e p o r t  o f  1894 s t a t e d  t h a t  I f a t  every meeting o f  Sjmod, t h e  

Bishop. . . r e f l e c t s  upon the  a c t i o n  o f  wealthy p a r i s h i o n e r s  i n  the  Diocese 

4 4 f a i l i n g  t o  con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  funds o f  t he  Cathedral . .  . I f .  However, t h e  

t r u t h  was t h a t  t he  1890's were an extremely bad pe r iod  f o r  t h e  ~ o ' m i t t e e  t o  

be canvassing funds f o r  t h e  Cathedral  because by 1892 most o f  A u s t r a l i a  was 

i n  the  g r i p  of  t he  worst  depression it had y e t  experienced.  The per iod  

i n d u s t r i a l  s t r i f e  and t h e  worst drought  on record .  Thus, d e s p i t e  appeals  t o  

t h e i r  conscience, t h e  pa r i sh ione r s  o f  the Diocese probably could n o t  a f fo rd  

a t  t h i s  time t o  g ive  t o  t h e i r  church, t o  any e x t e n t .  

Because of t h i s  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  Committee was forced  t o  secure  

a  loan f o r  the  money t o  continue with the work. The Aust ra l ian  Mutual 

Provident  Socie ty ,  when approached, had o f fe red  t o  lend  £5,000 on very 

moderate terms,  on t h e  guarantee o f  a  l a r g e  number o f  c h ~ r c h m e n . ~ '  m e  loan 

secured,  Synod resolved  " to  i n s t r u c t  t he  Building Committee t o  proceed with 

the  completion o f  a l l  p re sen t  c o n t r a c t s  of  t h e  Cathedral . .  . as  soon a s  the  





s e t  the  va lue  of  t h e  work done a t  £6,500, while t h a t  remaining t o  be done 

was £9,000, This  impl ied  t h a t  t h e  Committee had not  rece ived  va lue  f o r  

money, and a l s o  t h a t  they  would need much more money t o  cont inue  than  

4 9 
p rev ious ly  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

The Building Committee were anxious t o  f r e e  themselves of  t h e  deb t  t o  

t h e  A.M.P. Soc ie ty ,  and reso lved  "not t o  proceed with t h e  bu i ld ing  u n t i l  t h e  

sum o f  £3,000 could be pa id  o f f ' .  A s  they d i d  n o t  i n t e n d ,  t o  cont inue  work 

immediately,  they  informed Hunt t h a t  they would pay him what was d ~ e  and 

50 
t e rmina te  h i s  agreement. 

They a l s o  reso lved  t h a t  whenever c r e d i t  o f  t h e  Committee made it 

p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  amount due t o  t h e  A.M.P. should be reduced. In  1896 t h e  Dean 

undertook t o  o b t a i n  a loan,  s i n c e  no o t h e r  means were a v a i l a b l e ,  f o r  a 

s u f f i c i e n t  amount t o  pay of f  t h e  f i r s t  £1,000 due under  t h e  mortgage. 

However, i n  1898 c o n t r i b u t i o n s  were s t i l l  be ing  sought t o  pay o f f  t h i s  

5 2 
f i rs t  in s t a lmen t .  

Cathedral  and t o  encourage moves toward completion. Canvassing o f  

s u b s c r i p t i o n s  once more took p l a c e .  In  1899 t h e  Bui ld ing  Committee sought 

a r e p o r t  from Fred K .  Menkens a s  t o  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  manner i n  which t o  

proceed with t h e  Cathedra l .  Af t e r  cons ide r ing  var ious  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  Menkens 

suggested t h a t  " the work n o t  be recommenced u n t i l  such a time a s  you s e e  

your way c l e a r  t o  complete t h e  w a l l s  i n  one un in t e r rup ted  cont rac t" .  

This r e p o r t  l e d  t o  renewed e f f o r t s  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a s  d i d  t h e  

occurrence o f  t h e  Diocesan J u b i l e e .  The appointment, i n  1900, o f  

Bishop John Franc is  S t r e t c h  a s  Dean o f  Newcastle, gave f r e s h  impetus t o  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n .  The p l ans  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  were recons idered ,  a s  Bishop S t r e t c h  

and l i k e l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  popu la t ion .  
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SOCIALISM I N  NEWCASTLE: THE ELECTIONS 

OF 1885 AND 1895 

PAUL KIEM 

SYNOPSIS: 

Though soc ia l i sm might have expected a fol lowing among t h e  working 
c l a s s  during t h i s  decade, given the  onse t  o f  t h e  1890s Depression 
and t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r i f e ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1885 and 1895 show 
t h a t  it was not  a t  l e a s t  an e l e c t i o n  i s s u e  l o c a l l y .  The 1885 
e l e c t i o n  was fought and won by establ ishment  p o l i t i c i a n s  who 
be l ieved  t h e  workers '  cause should be  advanced but  soc ia l i sm does 
not su r face .  The 1895 e l e c t i o n s  revolved around Reid ' s  cha l l enge  
t o  t h e  Upper House and s o c i a l i s t  sen t iments  were a t  bes t  vague and 
i n e f f e c t u a l .  The r eason  1 i e s  i n  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e ' s  d i s i n t e r e s t ,  
given t h e  working man's a b i l i t y  t o  achieve  a measure of  economic 
and s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  i n  New South Wales without  r e s o r t i n g  t o  r a d i c a l  
so 1 u t  ions  . 







S o c i a l i s t  i d e a s  d id  ga in  some prominence i n  A u s t r a l i a  i n  t h e  1880 ' s  and 

1890 ' s  due t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  number o f  i nd iv idua l s ,  groups and jou rna l s .  

The yea r  1887 saw t h e  formation o f  both t h e  Aus t r a l i an  S o c i a l i s t  League 

(A.S.L.) i n  Sydney and William Lane 's  Bellamy Society i n  Brisbane. These 

were i n  p r a c t i c e  peace fu l ,  but  t h e i r  idea  o f  soc i a l i sm embraced t h e  anarchic  

and t h e  r evo lu t iona ry .  Moreover, soc i a l i sm was perceived by t h e  general  

community a s  a  r evo lu t iona ry  d o c t r i n e ;  it f u l f i l l e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  communism 

i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  p re sen t  day c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  The contemporary concept ion 

o f  soc i a l i sm a s  a  r a d i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  e x i s t i n g  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c a p i t a l i s m  

was given by A.S.L. l e a d e r  W.H. McNamara: "Socialism i n  a  n u t s h e l l  meant t h a t  

every  man should own the  r e s u l t s  of h i s  own l abo r ,  t h a t  t h e  wage system 

should be  abol i shed ,  t h a t  everyone should have a  n a t u r a l  sha re  i n  t h e  land 

and t h e  products  o f  l abo r - - in  s h o r t  t h a t  t h e  means o f  product ion,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

and exchange should be dec l a red  and t r e a t e d  a s  t h e  common p rope r ty  o f  a l l .  

of  soc i a l i sm was somewhat b l u r r e d ,  bu t  t h e  A.S.L. served a s  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and i t  was d i l i g e n t  enough t o  

inaugura te  a  May Day process ion  i n  Sydney i n  1892. A t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1898 t h e  

A.S.L. had an  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  Labor Par ty .  Af t e r  t h e  1895 e l e c t i o n s  seven 

out  of t h e  e igh teen  Labor M . L  .A .  ' s  were s ~ c i a l i s t s . ~  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  

s o c i a l i s t s  had a  p o l i c y  which h e l d  t h a t  t h e  Labor P a r t y  should not  co- 
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opera te  with t h e  o l d e r  p o l i t i c a l  groups.  

There was a  s o c i a l i s t  i n f luence  wi th in  t h e  union movement. 

L .G . Churchward a s s e r t s  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e s  of 1890-3, "s tatements  

about t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t s  of c a p i t a l  and l abo r  tended t o  g ive  p l ace  

t o  s ta tements  about t h e  need t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  workers, 

and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  u l t  imate overthrow o f  c a p i t a l  i s m .  "7 Socia l  i s t  

ideas  were f u r t h e r  propagated by jou rna l s  such a s  t h e  A.S.L. 's  Radica l ,  

Lane's Boomerang and t h e  popular  Sydney B u l l e t i n .  A l ead ing  a r t i c l e  i n  





need f o r  t h e  advancement of  t h e  worker. E d i t o r i a l i z i n g  on t h e  Sydney e i g h t  

hour demonstration, t h e  Herald saw no danger t o  employers o r  s o c i e t y  from 
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t r a d e  union a c t i v i t i e s :  "Trade S o c i e t i e s ,  which were looked upon a t  one t ime 

a s  1 itt l e  b e t t e r  t han  ho t  -beds o f  revolu t ionary  sent iment  were a t  l a s t  

acknowledged under c e r t a i n  cond i t ions  by t h e  law. From t h a t  moment t i ll  t h e  

p resen t  t h e  pa th  of  unionism h a s  been a  success ion  of  triumphs. "I2 F a r  from 

being suspected  of  t h rea t en ing  e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  Labor movement was 

accepted a s  a  l e g i t i m a t e  p a r t  of  i t .  Advocacy of  t h e  e i g h t  hour p r i n c i p l e  

seemed t o  be embraced by a l l  candida tes  a s  good p o l i t i c s .  Apart from t h a t ,  

t h e r e  were no s p e c i f i c  o r  urgent  working c l a s s  causes.  When Thomas Walker 

announced, "I am a democrat, and f o r  t h i s  reason I cons ide r  it a f a r c e  t o  

have manhood s u f f r a g e  without  payment of members",13 he  was voic ing  a  

sentiment i n  favour not  so  much o f  t h e  workers a s  o f  t h e i r  middle-class  

parl iamentary r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  That middle-c lass  a t t i t u d e s ,  c a t e r i n g  t o  a 

non-radical  working c l a s s ,  r e a l l y  shaped t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e s  i s  seen i n  t h e  

a t t i t u d e  t o  pens ions .  R e l a t i v e l y  en l ightened  s o c i e t y ,  prodded by an . a c t i v e  

union movement, had accepted t h e  e i g h t  hour p r i n c i p l e  but  had not considered 

t h e  need f o r  pensions f o r  a l l .  Condemning t h e  proposal  f o r  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s '  

pensions,  George Perry says :  "I contend t h a t  ou t  o f  t h e i r  l i b e r a l  s a l a r i e s  

they  ought t o  be compelled t o  make p rov i s ion  f o r  o l d  age i n  t h e  same way a s  

t h e  working man has  t o  d0".14 No cand ida te  saw an a l t e r n a t i v e  a s  be ing  t o  

extend pensions t o  t h e  working man. 

James F l e t c h e r ' s  popu la r i ty  as  a  candida te  i n  1885 epi tomizes t h e  

i r r e l evance  of  soc ia l i sm i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Hailed during the  campaign a s  a n  

e i g h t  hour man and t h e  workers '  candida te ,  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  i s  witnessed by 

h i s  s t a t u e ,  e r ec t ed  through p u b l i c  subsc r ip t ion ,  i n  ' ~ewcas t  l e  s F le t che r  

Park. The plaque on t h i s  s t a t u e  remembers him a s  t h e  "miners' f r i end"  and 





up t h e  work s o  long neglec ted .  "17 ~ i n e t h e l e s s ,  i n  p r a c t i c e  it i s  impossible  

t o  d i s c e r n  any s p e c i f i c  Labor p o l i c y ,  l e t  a lone  s o c i a l i s t  i n f l u e n c e .  f i e  
J 

p a t t e r n  o f  Labor candida tes  ' speeches was g e n e r a l l y  t o  applaud Re id ' s  measures, 

a l b e i t  wh i l s t  t a k i n g  c r e d i t  f o r  them, and then  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  general  c r y  f o r  

upper house reform. 

u a l l y .  M r .  D .  Watkins, Labor cand ida t e  f o r  Wallsend, is  r epor t ed  t o  have 

s a i d  t h a t  "h is  educa t ion  t augh t  him t h a t  t h e r e  was no ame l io ra t ion  o f  t h e  

working c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  two d o c t r i n e s  o f  f r e e t r a d e  and p r o t e c t i o n .  The only 

remedy was co-opera t ion  o r  State-workmanship . "18 However t h i s  is  very mild, 

e s p e c i a l l y  when cons ide r ing  t h a t  t h e  f r e e t r a d e r  Reid was declaiming a g a i n s t  

"the f o r c e s  of  monopoly and c l a s s  s e l f i s h n e s s " ,  which were a r rayed  a g a i n s t  

h i s  government. l9 Even confirmed s o c i a l i s t s  wi th in  t h e  Labor Pa r ty  must 

have f e l t  cons t r a ined  through e l e c t o r a l  expediency t o  adopt a  low p r o f i l e .  

G r i f f i t h ,  t h e  cand ida t e  f o r  Waratah, was a  member of t h e  A.S.L. bu t  contented 

h imsel f  w i th  only a  mild c r i t i c i s m  o f  Reid and t h e  Minis t ry  i n  e l e c t i o n  

20 speeches which were otherwise i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from t h e  o t h e r s .  

Commenting on  G r i f f i t h ' s  campaign, t h e  Herald says ,  " the most t h e  enemies 

o f  t h e  League can say  i s  t h a t  M r .  G r i f f i t h  committed an e r r o r  o f  judgement 

i n  recommending t o  t h e  workers o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h e  c la ims  o f  a  c e r t a i n  

Labour paper ,  which, a f t e r  a  s h o r t  and chequered l i f e  i n  Sydney, died i n  

bankruptcy. ' 1 2 1  I t  i s  a  r a r e ,  v e i l e d  r e fe rence  and t h e  tone  is enough t o  

d ismiss  soc i a l i sm a s  a  non-issue.  

In one e d i t o r i a l  t h e  Herald does mention t h e  Labor Pa r ty  i n  

u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  ominous tones : "But away from t h e  def ined  s ta tement  

of t h e  p a r t y ' s  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  an  unknown t e r r i t o r y  which t h e  p u b l i c  

have no t  y e t  explored .22  This  may have been a  per func tory  r e fe rence  t o  

Labor 's  A.S.L. members b u t  more l i k e l y ,  i n  l i n e  with t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  

e d i t o r i a l ,  i t  i s  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  Labor ' s  cont inued c la ims  t h a t  it r e a l l y  h e l d  





was of a  l a r g e l y  e s o t e r i c  n a t u r e .  For t h e  e l e c t i o n  campaigns i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

t h e  people a s  a  whole were j u s t  not  i n t e r e s t e d .  Social ism had no r e a l  appeal 

f o r  t h e  people of c o l o n i a l  A u s t r a l i a ;  t hey  l i v e d  i n  a  s o c i e t y  which, not -  

withstanding economic downturns, was evolving i n  such a  way t h a t  it would be 

ab le  t o  cope with t h e  problems which soc ia l i sm claimed t o  be a b l e  t o  so lve .  

There was no demeaned and downtrodden pauper c l a s s  without hope o f  ever 

b e t t e r i n g  i t s e l f .  N.S.W. i n  t h e  decade 1885 t o  1895 was i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  

from i t s  e a r l i e r  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y .  And, al though not  a  c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y ,  

it was a  s o c i e t y  where t h e r e  was some chance of moving up.  James F l e t c h e r ' s  

c a r e e r  i s  a  good example o f  t h i s .  The small s c a l e  o f  secondary indus t ry  

meant t h a t  t h e r e  was no l a r g e  and uniform i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s .  In 

f a c t  t h i s  c l a s s  might b e t t e r  be t y p i f i e d  by independent miners and bush 

workers with t h e i r  own s e l e c t i o n s .  S o c i a l i s t  commentators excuse t h e  

workers' f a i l u r e  t o  embrace soc ia l i sm on t h e  grounds t h a t  they  d i d  not  

c o n s t i t u t e  a  mature working c l a s s  .26 An a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  t h a t  they  were an 

indigenous working c l a s s  and t h e r e f o r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  

p r o l e t a r i a t  of Europe f o r  whom socia l i sm was p resc r ibed .  

Even though t h e  1890's  were a  t ime of severe hardship ,  t h e y  could not  

immediately a l t e r  cond i t ions  and a t t i t u d e s  which had developed throughout 

t h e  co lony ' s  h i s t o r y .  Ega l i t a r i an i sm had emerged a s  a  cher i shed  i d e a l  and, 

a t  l e a s t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  o l d  world, it was regarded a s  an a c t u a l i t y .  This  

i s  why soc ia l i sm made l i t t l e  headway i n  cap tu r ing  t h e  imaginat ion o f  t h e  

people. S o c i a l i s t  d o c t r i n e s  were confused, and l o s t  a l l  t h e i r  import,  a s  

t hey  were equated with t h e  f a m i l i a r  no t ion  o f  e g a l i t a r i a n  mateship. In  

g iv ing  soc ia l i sm an A u s t r a l i a n  f lavour  - "Socialism ... i s  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  be  

mates. . . ' I ,  27 W i l l i a m  Lane d i s t o r t e d  i t s  energy and t r u e  meaning. Social ism 

was revolu t ionary  bu t  t h e  mateship semi-myth i s  r e l a t i v e l y  harmless and 
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THE CONVICT BUSHRANGING ERA IN THE HUNTER VALLEY 

PAT HAMPTON 

SYNOPSIS 

Bushranging began i n  t h e  Hunter Valley sho r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  ea r l y  
set t lement,  the e a r l i e s t  bushrangers being runaways from the  
penal set t lement a t  Newcastle. Many assigned servants a l so  
absconded and joined the  ranks of the bushrangers. Most of  
t he  runaways who took t o  the  bush were forced t o  take up 
bushranging i n  order  t o  survive.  Over the  years numerous gangs 
formed and harassed the  Valley s e t t l e r s  but t h e i r  careers were 
shor t - l ived.  Most were captured o r  k i l l e d ;  a few managed t o  evade 
pursu i t  and escape i n t o  o ther  d i s t r i c t s .  The only gang which 
was a t  l a rge  f o r  an extended period o f  time was the  lJewboy1 Davis 
gang t h a t  t e r ro r i s ed  the  Valley i n  1839 and 1840. John Shea, a 
member of  t h i s  gang, was responsible f o r  the  only known case of 
murder during the ea r l y  convict bushranging e ra  i n  the Hunter 
Valley, t ha t  of  John Graham a t  Scone i n  December, 1840. 
Shea and f i v e  o ther  members of  the 'Jewboyl gang were captured 
within twenty four  hours of Graham's murder and a l l  s i x  were 
l a t e r  hanged i n  March, 1841. After  t he  capture of t h i s  gang, 
large-scale  bushranging ceased i n  the  Hunter Valley f o r  many years,  
u n t i l  the r i s e  of  t he  new 'breed' of bushrangers, the 
'wild colonia l  boys' of  the  Gold Rush days. 





"A man by t h e  name o f  Creig a c t u a l l y  a s s e r t s  t h a t  when he  
made a s imi lar  e f f o r t  t o  e x t r i c a t e  himself from t h i s  s t a t e  
of bondage he came t o  a spot  where h e  beheld, leaning 
aga ins t  a t r e e ,  t h e  skeleton of a man with a musket by h i s  
s ide ,  a l s o  agains t  t h e  t r e e ,  and which he supposed t o  be a 
'bush ranger ' 1 ike  himself .  Many a r e  compelled from 
hunger t o  give themselves up, and f requent ly  so starved 
(are  they) t h a t  they can sca rce  crawl upon t h e i r  hands and 
knees t o  t h e  happy spot of a dungeonIt.4 

Apparently t h e  l i k e l y  f a t e  t h a t  awaited them f a i l e d  t o  d e t e r  t h e  con- 

v i c t s  from taking t o  t h e  bush and Major Morisset continued t o  be plagued 

by runaways. In 1819 he complained of numerous escapes, including one 

pa r ty  of seven who absconded from t h e  limeburners1 camp on t h e  7 th  February, 

1819 and began t o  ha rass  t h e  s e t t l e r s  a t  Patersonl  s p l a i n s .  Pursuing 

s o l d i e r s  eventual ly  caught up with t h i s  group and i n  t h e  skirmish t h a t  

followed one escapee was k i l l e d  and four o the r s  recaptured.' Escapes 

became even more numerous a f t e r  t h e  discovery of t h e  inland rou te  t o  t h e  

north and t h e  Hunter Valley through Boottee (Putty) and t h e  Parsons Road 

( the t r ack  through Wollomb i )  . In 1821 Morisset reported increas ing 

numbers o f  dese r t ions7  and complained t h a t  "the m i l i t a r y  and bush con- 

s t a b l e s  a t  Newcastle have had a grea t  deal  of e x t r a  duty  i n  t h e  bush, 

fol lowing runaways and bushrangers". 
8 

By 1825 numerous bands o f  bushrangers were a t  l a r g e  i n  t h e  Valley and 

t h e i r  numbers now included runaways from t h e  new penal se t t lement  a t  Port 

Macquarie and a l s o  assigned servants  who had deser ted  t h e i r  pos t s .  Men 

from Captain Pike ' s  and Commander O g i l v i e l s  Upper Hunter p roper t i e s  

joined t h e  bushrangers and l a r g e  armed p a r t i e s  began t o  t e r r o r i s e  t h e  

se t t lements ,  robbing and i l l - t r e a t i n g  t h e  s e t t l e r s  and burning t h e i r  

homes. 9 

One p a r t i c u l a r l y  daring gang was 'Jacob ' s Mob ' , shepherd Pa t r i ck  

Reily (or Reiby) and two o the r  escapees from M r .  Vicars  Jacob 's  property 

near Luskintyre, who were s a i d  t o  have been l a t e r  joined by f i v e  assigned 

servants  from M r .  Boughton's farm a t  Pa te r son l s  Pla ins ,  one from M r .  Cobb 's 

and another from Newcastle.'O Using horses  s t o l e n  from James Reid of 



t h e  gang, Lawrence Cleary,  Aaron P r i ce ,  P a t r i c k  Clinch and P a t r i c k  Rei ly ,  

a l l  Jacobs men, were captured i n  August, 1825 b u t  escaped aga in ,  s t i l l  

Mudie's men and a runaway from ~ e w c a s t 1 e . l ~  Af te r  reprovis ioning  themselves 

with ho r ses  and muskets s t o l e n  from s e t t l e r s  a t  Wall is  P l a ins ,  t h e  gang 

cont inued i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  some weeks, l3 evading var ious  pursuing groups, 

u n t i l  October,  1825 when James Reid and two s o l d i e r s  t rapped t h e  gang i n  a 

h u t  a t  Hexham. During t h e  encounter  t h a t  followed R e i l y  was shot  dead and 

P r i ce  sur rendered .  Cleary  and Clinch escaped bu t  were captured t h e  next  

day, t oge the r  with another  gang member by t h e  name o f  cass idy .14  A l l  were 

t r i e d  i n  t h e  Supreme Court on 26th November, 1925 and sentenced t o  dea th .  

Things were q u i e t  i n  t h e  Val ley  f o r  a couple  o f  years  a f t e r  t h e  cap tu re  

o f  'Jacobs Mob ' , but  e a r l y  i n  1828 t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  newspaper repor ted  t h a t  a 

g r e a t  number o f  bushrangers were aga in  a t  l a r g e  i n  t h e  Hunter d i s t r i c t .  

However, t he  crimes committed by t h e s e  bushrangers ,  according t o  t h e  news- 

f i r ea rms  .16 In 1829 s i x  men were sentenced t o  dea th  f o r  bushranging 

offences1' a t  t h e  F i r s t  Court o f  Quarter  Sessions a t  Maitland i n  August, 

1829 and hanged a t  Stockade H i l l ,  East Mait land.  

Bushranging out rages  became widespread r i g h t  throughout t h e  colony i n  

1830, inc luding  t h e  Hunter Val ley .  The s i t u a t i o n  became so s e r i o u s  t h a t  t h e  

Governor and t h e  Council passed t h e  extremely p u n i t i v e  Bushrangers Act i n  

A p r i l ,  1830 which allowed any r e s i d e n t  (with o r  without a warrant)  t o  

a r r e s t  any person suspected o f  being an  escaped f e l o n  o r  of  ca r ry ing  

i l l e g a l  f i rearms .  Any person so  a r r e s t e d  was then  obl iged  t o  prove h i s  o r  

h e r  innocence. The Act s t i p u l a t e d  t h e  dea th  p e n a l t y  f o r  any f e l o n  





A t  t h e i r  t r i a l  t h e  Court refused t o  accept  t h e  p leas  of  mi t iga t ing  

circumstances o f fe red  by t h e i r  Council,  M r .  Roger Therry, 22  nor would it 

take  i n t o  account t h e  pr isdners  ' evidence o f  t h e  appa l l ing  treatment they 

had received,  o r  t h e i r  previous good charac te r s .  Even Hitchcock ' s 

impassioned plea from t h e  dock f o r  an inquiry  i n t o  t h e  condi t ions  a t  C a s t l e  

Forbes f a i l e d  t o  inf luence  t h e  Court.  Five o f  t h e  men, Hitchcock, Perry, 

Poole, Ryan and Ri ley  were sentenced t o  death and Jones was s e n t  t o  Norfolk 

Island f o r  l i f e .  Hitchock and Poole were hanged a t  Maitland on 19th December, 

1833 and Riley,  Perry and Ryan i n  Sydney two days l a t e r .  23 A l l  went t o  t h e i r  

deaths with the  "same expressions o f  complaint" on t h e i r  l i p s .  

In t r u e  o f f i c i a l  fashion t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n s i t i t u t e d  an  enquiry i n t o  

condit ions a t  C a s t l e  Forbes a f t e r  t h e  men had been hanged and t h i s  r e s u l t e d  

i n  s t rong  condemnation o f  t h e  treatment of  convic ts  by Mudie and Larnack. 

Mudie was dismissed from t h e  magistracy, b u t ,  a s  M r .  Therry pointed out  

"whatever may have been t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  f i v e  p r inc ipa l  complainants who 

24 
graves". 

Unfortunately t h e  Bushrangers Act seems t o  have claimed more innocent 

vict ims than bushrangers, whose outrages continued t o  increase .  In t h e  

l a t t e r  p a r t  of  1830 a l a r g e ,  well-mounted group of  between twelve and 

f i f t e e n  began t o  h a r a s s  Hunter Valley s e t t l e r s .  Two o f  t h e  gang were 

wounded and captured by po l i ce  i n  August, 1830 but  were l a t e r  rescued by 

o the r  gang members. A t h i r d  man by the  name o f  Daly was k i l l e d  by a 

shepherd a t  Gummin plains2'  but  t h e  remainder o f  the  gang escaped i n t o  t h e  

Bathurst a rea  where they continued t o  evade mounted po l i ce  and plunder t h e  

s e t t l e r s  i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  

Bushranging continued t o  increase  i n  t h e  Hunter Valley and i n  Ju ly ,  . 
1833 an  angry correspondent i n  t h e  Sydney Herald repor ted  t h a t  t h e  Hunter 

d i s t r i c t  was overrun by bushrangers who were committing robber ies  d a i l y .  



This wr i t e r  then went on t o  complain b i t t e r l y  about t h e  ineff ic iency of  t he  

pol ice  i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  numerous escapes o f  captured bushrangers 

from the  Patr icks  Plains and Merton lock-ups .27 Although t h i s  complainant 

undoubtedly had good reason t o  condemn t h e  l e s s  than e f f ec t i ve  performance 

of the d i s t r i c t  pol i ce ,  they nevertheless had an extremely d i f f i c u l t  t a sk .  

Not only did they have an extremely large area  t o  protect  but they were 

a l so  badly hampered by an insuff ic iency o f  men and inadequate f a c i l i t i e s .  

Even a f t e r  t h e  removal of t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters of  the  Hunter River 

Mounted Police t o  Je r rys  Pla ins  i n  March, 1833, 28 t he  po l ice  s t i l l  faced 

great  problems i n  deal ing with bushrangers. Even those captured were d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  hold because most constables were e i t h e r  badly armed o r  not armed 

a t  a l l .  Captain Williams of t h e  N.S.W. Mounted Police complained t h a t  one 

bushranger named Beard had made repeated escapes from the  same lock-up a t  

29 Merton. 

Early i n  1833 another gang of f i f t e e n  bushrangers plundered t h e  s t a t i ons  

of  Messrs . Wyndham, Blaxland, Bett ington, Jones and others3' and i n  May two 

men robbed t h e  proper t ies  of Messrs. Harper, McLeod and Dutton and t h a t  of 

Mrs. Hunt (Molly Morgan) a t  Anvil Creek. This indignant lady complained 

b i t t e r l y  t h a t  by the  time the  po l ice  ar r ived on t h e  scene, t he  bushrangers 

had had t ime t o  get  well away "whether t o  the  nor th ,  south, eas t  o r  west 

she l e f t  it t o  t h e i r  b e t t e r  judgment t o  determine". 31 On the  10th December, 

1833 M r .  Les l i e  Duguid and two mounted policemen did  manage t o  capture th ree  

bushrangers who had attempted t o  rob M r .  Duguid's property a t  Lochinvar, but  

t h e  Sydney Herald's repor t  on t h i s  incident  went on t o  advise tha t  "reports 

from Hunter's River s t a t e  t h a t  numbers o f  runaways a r e  prowling about i n  

3 L 
every d i r ec t i on  i n  search o f  plunder1'. 

The Lake ~ a c ~ u a r i e  d i s t r i c t  a l s o  had i ts  share of problems with bush- 

rangers.  It was a wild and lawless area ,  frequented by unruly cedar c u t t e r s  

and c a t t l e  th ieves .  Runaway convicts  a l s o  made t h e i r  way in to  the  d i s t r i c t ,  







t o  e s t a b l i s h  with any c e r t a i n t y  whether t hey  were i n  f a c t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  

a l l  o f  t h e  out rages  t h a t  occurred dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  It was not  u n t i l  
* 

l a t e  1840 t h a t  t h e  contemporary p re s s  began t o  publ ish any d e t a i l e d  

accounts o f  t h e  gang ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  41 In December, 1840 t h e  Sydney Herald 

pub1 i shed  t h e  fol lowing r epor t  from its W i l  l iams River  correspondent : 

"The bushrangers who were a t  Newcastle l a t e l y  and more 
r e c e n t l y  a t  P i l c h e r s  Farm on the  Hunter have pa id  us  a v i s i t  ... 
and now.. .have l e f t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  a bo ld  dash elsewhere.  
On 29th November D r .  McKinlay was b a i l e d  up ... The l e a d e r  
was formerly an ass igned  se rvan t  t o  Edward Sparke Esq. and 
another  (named Shea) an  assigned se rvan t  t o  M r .  Coad; t h e  
t h i r d ,  I b e l i e v e  a Jew named ~ a v i s ! ~  a very wary, determined 
fe l low.  They "ba i l ed  up" M r  Chapman and h i s  men b u t  they  
took only two sadd le s ,  s a d d l e  bags, b r i d l e s ,  t e a ,  sugar ,  
brandy e t c  and they  caught two mares when Robert C h i t t y ,  
one o f  M r  Chapman' s men jo ined  them. . . They t h e n  went on 
robbing people  on t h e  highway.. . they  met a man o f  M r  Lord 's  
of  whom they took a horse  and 11 s h i l l i n g s .  m e n  they met 
a M r  Har r i son  from Namoi whose horse they  took. They then  
proceeded t o  M r  Walker's a t  Brookfield,  from whom they took 
£37. .  .Af te r  robbing t h e  s t a t i o n  o f  M r  Timothy Nolan, on whom 
they  had a g r e a t  "down", they f ixed  a s add le  on h i s  back, 
f logged him and took £5, a ho r se  and a gold watch. . .The 
Dungog postman chancing t o  come along they  " a i l e d  him up". . . 
They t h e n  made f o r  t h e  P a t t e r s o n  and i n  t h e  a f te rnoon robbed 
M r  Jones '  S e t t l e r s  A r m s  ... 'They then crossed  t h e  r i v e r  and 
have not  s i n c e  been heard of."43 

Other  newspaper r e p o r t s  followed, con ta in ing  accounts  o f  many o t h e r  

robbe r i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  M r .  Henry Cohcn o f  t h e  Black Creek Inn, 

M r .  C lose ' s  stockman, M r .  Crawford o f  Brown Muir, M r .  and Mrs. Davis o f  

Glenmore t o g e t h e r  with M r .  David Dunlop, t h e  p o l i c e  m a g i s t r a t e ,  who was 

a v i s i t o r  a t  t h e  t ime and t h e  Prendegast Publ ic  House were a l l  robbed on 

t h e  same day and t h e  gang a l s o  f logged a M r .  Macdougall who was p re sen t  a t  

t he  Prendegast Inn because "he had been very fond of f l ogg ing  wh i l s t  over -  

s e e r  o f  a cha in  gang". The gang then  went on t o  plunder  t h e  Red House Inn 

on t h e  Maitland Road and M r .  G a r r e t t ' s  s t a t i o n ;  on  t h e  fo l lowing  morning 

Captain Horsley was robbed a t  Woodbery near  Hexham. On t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  

t h e  same day t h e  gang were s i g h t e d  near  t h e  township o f  Scone and by 6 a.m. 

t he  next  day they  had c a r r i e d  out  y e t  another  robbery a t  M r .  Dangar's 

4 4 proper ty  a t  Duranvi l le  and had en te red  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Scone. 





The long r e ign  of t h e  'Jewboy' gang owed much t o  t h e  f r i endsh ip  and 

a s s i s t a n c e  of  many assigned se rvan t s  and t i c k e t - o f - l e a v e  men i n  t h e  Hunter 

Valley. The gang members' flamboyant d re s s  and behaviour,  t h e i r  h a b i t  of 

meting out f loggings t o  those  who had ill - t r e a t e d  conv ic t s ,  t h e i r  l i g h t -  
* 

hea r t ed  t i l t i n g  a t  a u t h o r i t y  and t h e i r  h a b i t  of sha r ing  t h e  ' s p o i l s '  made 

them heroes i n  t h e  eyes of  many of  t h e i r  fel low conv ic t s  who gave them a 

g rea t  deal  of  h e l p  and kept  them posted concerning p o l i c e  movements. The 

degree of f r i endsh ip  and understanding between t h e  gang and many o f  t h e  

twenty s i x  men, mostly conv ic t s ,  who were p resen t  during t h e  robbery o f  

Cohen's Black Creek Inn was s o  obvious t h a t  Mr. E . D .  Day l a t e r  cance l led  

48 t h e  t i cke t s -o f - l eave  of  two of  t h e s e  s p e c t a t o r s .  

A f t e r  t h e  capture  of t h e  'Jewboy' gang, l a rge - sca le  bushranging i n  

the  Hunter Valley v i r t u a l l y  ceased f o r  many years .  There were some minor 

inc iden t s  within t h e  next  couple of  years ,  bu t  nothing on t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  

Davis gang's  a c t i v i t i e s .  Henry S tee l e  and Char les  Vaut, assigned servants  

t o  M r .  George Furber of  Maitland and suspected  accomplices o f  e a r l i e r  bush- 

rangers ,  attempted t o  rob t h e  Reverend and Mrs. John Garvan of  Hull 

H i l l  near  Maitland on 25th February, 1841, b u t ,  when t h e  reverend.gentleman 

r e s i s t e d ,  they h a s t i l y  r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e i r  qua r t e r s  where they  were a r r e s t e d  

t h e  next  day, t o  be l a t e r  sentenced t o  penal s e r v i t u d e  f o r  l i f e .  

January, 1842 William Gunn and John South, a s s o c i a t e s  o f  t he  'Jewboy' gang, 

were captured while  a t tempt ing  t o  rob the  Northern Mail near  Scone. 

The e a r l y  i s s u e s  of t h e  Mait land Mercury newspaper i n  1843 contained 

a number of  r e p o r t s  concerning bushrangers ,  bu t  t h e s e  r e l a t e d  only  t o  minor 

inc iden t s  o r  t o  t h e  capture  of bushrangers ,  two of  whom (Keating and Crow) 

were apprehended by Constable Moss a t  Bishop's  Bridge on 3rd February, 

1 8 4 3 5 ~  while  another  by t h e  name of  William McCarthy, an  escapee from 

Edward Sparke 's  proper ty  was brought i n t o  C a s s i l i s  s i x  days l a t e r .  
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